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HBCU Photographic Preservation Survey



HBCU Photographic Preservation Survey

Dear Director,

Thank you for participating in this survey. Your responses will be used along with those of other HBCUs to assess the scope, quantity, significance, use, and condition of photographic collections in HBCUs nationally.

The data gathered will also be used to identify those institutions who will be invited to apply for participation in the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation-funded HBCU Photographic Preservation Project. This project includes grant monies, consultations, and preservation training for ten HBCU institutions that have scholarly significant photographic collections in need of preservation. 

There are two pages in this survey. Clicking the "submit" button at the bottom of this page will take you to page two. You can return to page one by clicking the "back" button on your browser.

Question 1
[Mandatory]

Please enter your information below.

	· Name
	

	· Institution
	

	· Email Address
	


Question 2 
[Mandatory]

Does your institution have a photographic collection?

· Yes

· No (Thank you, there is no need to complete any more of this survey. Please click the "submit" button at the bottom of this page and the next page.)

Question 3


What is the estimated size (number of items) of your photographic collection?

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

Question 4


Does your institution have unprocessed photographic collections that may have scholarly significance?

· No

· Yes (estimated number of items)

Question 5


What parts of your photographic collection do you consider to be of greatest scholarly significance? Please rank, 1 is the highest, 5 is      the lowest:

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Institutional History
	
	
	
	
	

	Local History
	
	
	
	
	

	State History
	
	
	
	
	

	African-American History
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify at the end of this survey)
	
	
	
	
	


Question 6


What parts of your photographic collection receive the most use? Please rank, 1 is the highest, 5 is the lowest:

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Institutional History
	
	
	
	
	

	Local History
	
	
	
	
	

	State History
	
	
	
	
	

	African-American History
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify at the end of this survey)
	
	
	
	
	


Question 7


Who uses your photographic collection the most? (choose one)

· Faculty

· Students

· Public

· Alumni

· Visiting Scholars

Question 8


What estimated percentage of your photographic collection is accessible through a catalog or finding aid?

· 0%

· 1-10%

· 11-50%

· 51-100%

· Not sure

For questions 9-16, please indicate the approximate numbers of items of the following types in your photographic collection.

Question 9 


Silver-based (black-and-white) photographic prints from the 19th and 20th centuries:

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 10 


Black-and-white film based negatives (pre-1950s)

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 11 


Black-and-white film based negatives (post-1950)

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 12


Color prints, negatives, and positives:

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 13


Early photographs: daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, and tintypes:

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 14


Glass plate negatives and lantern slides:

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 15


Digital and inkjet prints:

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

Question 16 


Digital images (not printed):

· None

· 100 or less

· 101-1000

· 1001-5000

· 5001-10,000

· 10,001-20,000

· 20,000+

· Not sure

For questions 17-24, please indicate the approximate percentage of the following types that are damaged, faded, fragile, poorly housed, and/or unstable.

Question 17


Silver-based (black-and-white) photographic prints from the 19th and 20th centuries:

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 18


Black-and-white film based negatives (pre-1950s):

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 19


Black-and-white film based negatives (post-1950):

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 20 


Color prints, negatives and positives:

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 21


Early photographs: daguerroetypes, ambrotypes, and tintypes:

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 22


Glass plate negatives and lantern slides:

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 23


Digital and inkjet prints:

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 24


Digital images (not printed):

· 0-25%

· 26-50%

· 51-75%

· 76-100%

· Not sure

Question 25


For your photographic collections that are damaged, please rank the causes of the damage, 1 is the highest, 5 is the lowest:

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Handling (by researchers, staff, shipping)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Water or moisture (mold)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Light (fading or discoloration)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Airborne dust and pollutants
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Improper storage
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inherent Instability
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not sure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Question 26


Is there adequate storage space for and safe access to the photographic collections?

· Yes

· Not sure

· No (please explain):

Question 27


Are the environmental conditions (temperature, relative humidity) in the collection storage areas monitored (using thermometer, thermograph, hygrograph,...)?

· No

· Not sure

· Yes (If yes, what is the title of the staff member responsible):

Question 28


Which of the following most closely describes your current staffing for preservation activities (re-housing of photographs, identification of photographs, environmental monitoring,...)? Check all that apply:

· Archivist, Librarian, and/or Curator

· Student workers

· Volunteers (full- or part-time)

· Preservation duties assigned to various staff members as needed

· Preservation services obtained through consultants

· No staff person has preservation responsibilities

· Not sure

Question 29


Does your institution continue to receive or acquire photographic collections?

· No

· Sporadic

· Steady

· Not sure

Question 30


Has an assessment of the general condition of your photographic collection been performed?

· Yes

· No

· Not sure

Click the "submit" button only if you have completed this page and wish to proceed to the last few questions of this survey.

Question 31
[Up To 3 Answers]

What are the THREE most urgent preservation needs associated with your photographic collection?

· Assessment

· Storage

· Funding

· Equipment and Supplies

· Conservation

· Staff Training

· Not sure

· Other, please specify

Question 32


Have members of your staff received instruction in photographic preservation techniques?

· Yes

· No

· Not sure

Question 33


Has your institution digitized any of your photographic collection?

· Yes

· No

· Not sure

Question 34


Does your institution wish to digitize any of your photographic collection?

· Yes

· No

· Not sure

Question 35


Do you have any comments about the scholarly signficance of your photographic collection(s)? If so, please describe the collection(s), its usage, and its relation to your institutional mission:

Question 36


Do you have any comments about the preservation needs (condition of items, preservation practices, policies,...) of your photographic collection?

Question 37


Do you have any comments about the staffing needs of your photographic collection (size of staff, training received, training desired,...)?

Question 38


Do you have any comments about the environmental conditions of your building and the storage space of the photographic collection (known issues, responsibilities for A/C, renovation plans,...)?

Please click the "submit" button only if you are finished with this page. Thank you for completing this survey!

Thank you for your participation! Your comments will assist with the preservation of these important collections.

