

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Crest]                                           [image: C:\Users\Intern.development\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\FYPAELBN\TJF-PostIt.jpg]
NEWS RELEASE
Media Contact:
Alicia Johnson Williams
Director of College Relations
(205) 515-7781
E-mail:  ajwilliams@miles.edu


April 11, 2016
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Miles College Celebrates National Library Week

Fairfield Ala. – In observance of National Library Week, the Miles College Kirkendoll Learning Resources Center (LRC) will host Patron Appreciation Day, Wednesday, April 13, 2016. Patrons can visit the LRC throughout the day to enjoy snacks and prizes, and have their fines waived.   

On Friday, April 15, Ms. Odessa Woolfolk will be the guest speaker at a program where she will talk about books that have inspired her throughout her life and how she created her own personal library. 
Ms. Woolfolk has donated over 1250 books from her personal library to the Miles College LRC. Ms. Woolfolk is a retired UAB Administrator; Founding President and Chair Emerita of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and Friend of Miles College. During the program, the LRC will also honor Its Best Faculty Patrons.

 “Ms. Wollfolk’s gift will transform our library by strengthening our collection in the social Sciences, particularly the African Diaspora,” said Dr. Geraldine Bell, Director of the LRC. “This will move us closer to our goal of integrating our collection into the World Cat which gives users all over the world access to our collection, as well as other outstanding resources from participating libraries.” 

Immediately after the program on Friday, there will be a reception honoring Ms. Woolfolk.  
National Library Week is April 10 - 16, 2016.  The theme this year is “Libraries Transform”. For more information contact the LRC at 205-929-1714.

###


Odessa Woolfolk 
The following biographical sketch was compiled at the time of induction into the Academy in 2008.

[image: http://www.alabamahumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/ODESSA.jpg]
Odessa Woolfolk is an educator and civic activist. Her leadership role in creating and sustaining the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute is merely the best-known of many contributions to her city and state. She was one of the founders of Leadership Birmingham and has served on the boards of dozens of civic, community, corporate, and public policy organizations.

Born in the Titusville community of Birmingham, she graduated from the famed A. H. Parker High School, then earned a BA in history and political science at Talladega College and an MA in urban studies at Occidental College in California. She has done additional graduate study at the University of Chicago and was a National Urban Fellow at Yale University.

She began her career as a teacher at Birmingham’s Ullman High School, and then moved into public policy work with the Urban Reinvestment Task Force, Washington, D.C.; New York State Urban Development Corporation, New York City; YWCA, Utica, N.Y.; and Arbor Hill Community Center and Inter-Racial Council, Albany, N.Y.

In the 1970s, she returned home to Alabama as executive director of the Birmingham Opportunity Industrialization Center and associate executive director of the Jefferson County Committee for Economic Opportunity. For twenty-one years, she served the University of Alabama at Birmingham as director of the Center for Urban Affairs; lecturer in political science and public affairs; staff associate, Center for International Programs; and Assistant to the President for Community Relations. When she retired in 1993, her service to UAB was recognized with the establishment of the Odessa Woolfolk Presidential Community Service Award.

She has received the UAB Honorary Alumni Award, Outstanding Faculty Award, and President’s Medal, to name only a few. She was honored by the mayor and city council with induction into the Birmingham Gallery of Distinguished Citizens, and she has received honorary doctorates from her alma mater, Talladega College, from the University of the South in Tennessee, and from Birmingham-Southern College. Some 150,000 persons a year now honor her in a different way as they pass through the Odessa Woolfolk Gallery in the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. She was the driving force behind the building of that internationally recognized museum depicting the struggles and victories of the American civil rights movement.

She is a long-time member of Birmingham’s First Congregational Church, which she has served as a trustee and moderator.
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