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Members, United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

July 8, 2016 

Dear Senator: 

On behalf of the more than 80 institutional members of the Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities Library Alliance (list attached), I am writing today to urge your support for the Senate’s 

immediate consideration and confirmation of Dr. Carla Hayden to serve as the nation’s next Librarian of 

Congress. We ask specifically that such action be taken before Congress recesses for its extended summer 

break. 

With a doctorate in Library Science from the University of Chicago, years of experience teaching 

at the university level and decades at the helm of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, we believe 

Dr. Hayden’s qualifications to serve as Librarian of Congress are unimpeachable, fully consistent with the 

history of the position and uniquely suited to the pressing modern needs of this preeminent and treasured 

institution.  We note that our views are shared by: trade associations representing many of the nation’s 

most significant technology companies and entertainment interests; scores of colleges, universities and 

academic libraries; national advocacy organizations of every political orientation; and the library 

associations of literally every state and the District of Columbia.   

Further, we expressly reject – and urge you to do the same – the frankly insulting public sugges-

tion that Dr. Hayden owes her nomination to “political correctness.”  Her record of accomplishment -- 

academic, professional and social -- speaks for itself and the HBCU Library Alliance is pleased and proud 

to speak for her. 

Thank you for your consideration and support of this extraordinary nominee who will well serve 

the nation and the Library of Congress at this watershed moment in its history. 

Respectfully, 

 

Sandra Phoenix, Executive Director 



 

 
 

HBCU LIBRARY ALLIANCE MEMBER INSTITUTIONS 

Alabama  

Alabama State University, Janice R. Franklin, Dean of Univ. Library & Learning Resources Center 

Concordia College Alabama, J. Scott Whiting, Library Director 

J.F. Drake State Community and Technical College, Carla Clift, Director of Library Services 

Lawson State Community College, Sandra L. Henderson, Director of Libraries and Media Services 

Miles College, Geraldine W. Bell, Director of Library Services 

Oakwood University, Paulette Johnson, Director of Library Services 

Shelton State Community College, Kelly Griffiths, Interim Director of Library Services 

Talladega College, Eugenia McAllister, Director of Library Services 

Trenholm State Community College, Paul Blackmon, Head Librarian 

Tuskegee University, Juanita M. Roberts, Director of Library Services 

 

Arkansas  

Arkansas Baptist College, Dr. Willie Hardin, Library Director 

Philander Smith College, Teresa Ojezua, Head Librarian 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Edward Fontenette, Director of Library Services 

 

D.C.  

Howard University, Carrie M. Hackney, Interim Director of Libraries 

Howard University (Health Sciences Library), Fatima Mncube-Barnes, Executive Director 

University of the District of Columbia, Melba Broome, Director of the Learning Resources Division 

 

Delaware  

Delaware State University, Rebecca Batson, Dean of University Libraries 

 

Florida  

Bethune-Cookman University, Tasha Lucas-Youmans, Director, Library and Learning Resources Center 

Edward Waters College, Carmella D. Martin, Library Director 

Florida A&M University, Faye Watkins, Interim Director of Library Services 

Florida Memorial University, O.D. Alexander, Library Director 

 

Georgia  

Albany State University, LaVerne McLaughlin, Director of Library Services 

Atlanta University Center, Loretta Parham, CEO and Director of Library Services 

Clark Atlanta University, Loretta Parham, CEO and Director of Library Services 

Interdenominational Theological Center, Loretta Parham, CEO and Director of Library Services 

Morehouse College, Loretta Parham, CEO and Director of Library Services 

Morehouse School of Medicine, Joe Swanson Jr., Director of Library Services 

Savannah State University, Mary Jo Fayoyin, Dean of Library Services 

Spelman College, Loretta Parham, CEO and Director of Library Services 

 

Kentucky  

Kentucky State University, Sheila Stuckey, Director of Libraries 
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Louisiana  

Dillard University, Cynthia J. Charles, Director 

Grambling State University, Cecelia Iwala-Olufarati, Acting Director of the Library 

Southern University and A&M College, Emma Bradford Perry, Dean of Libraries 

Southern University at Shreveport, Jane O'Riley, Library Director 

Southern University New Orleans, Shatiqua A. Mosby-Wilson, Director of Library Services 

Xavier University of Louisiana, Lynette Ralph, Library Director 

 

Maryland  

Bowie State University, Marian Rucker-Shamu, Interim Dean of the Library 

Morgan State University, Richard Bradberry, Director of Library Services 

University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Adrienne C. Webber, Dean of Library 

 

Mississippi  

Alcorn State University, Blanche Sanders, Dean of University Libraries 

Coahoma Community College, Rose M. Lockett, Director of Library Services 

Hinds Community College, Mary Beth Applin, District Dean of Learning Resources 

Jackson State University, Melissa Druckrey, Dean of Library and Information Resources 

Mississippi Valley State University, Mantra Henderson, Director of Library Services 

Tougaloo College, Orthella Moman, Director of Library and Information Services 

 

Missouri  

Harris-Stowe State University, Barbara Noble, Director of Library Services 

Lincoln University (MO), Rinalda Farrar, Director of Library Services 

 

North Carolina  

Bennett College, Joan Williams, Director of Library Services 

Elizabeth City State University, Juanita Midgette Spence, Director of Library Services 

Fayetteville State University, Bobby C. Wynn, Director of Library Services 

Johnson C. Smith University, Monika Rhue, Director of Library Services 

Livingstone College, Laura A. Johnson, Director of Library Services 

North Carolina A&T State University, Vicki Coleman, Dean of Library Services 

North Carolina Central University, Theodosia T. Shields, Director of Library Services 

Shaw University, Carolyn Peterson, Director of Library Services 

St. Augustine’s University, Tiwanna Nevels, Director of Library Services and Archives 

 

Ohio  

Central State University, Carolin Sterling, Interim Library Director 

Wilberforce University, Colin S. Dube, Director 

Oklahoma  

Langston University, Bettye Black, Director of Library Services 

 

Pennsylvania  

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania, Vacant Position, Director 

Lincoln University (PA), Neal Carlson, Interim Director of Libraries, Associate Professor 
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South Carolina  

Allen University, Carol Bowers, Director of Library Services 

Benedict College, Darlene Zinnerman-Bethea, Director of Library Services 

Claflin University, Marilyn Y. Gibbs Drayton, Library Director 

Denmark Technical College, Carolyn Fortson, Dean of Library/LRC 

Morris College, Janet Smith Clayton, Director, Learning Resource Center 

South Carolina State University, Ruth A. Hodges, Interim Dean, Library and Information Services 

Voorhees College, Marie Martin, Library Director 

 

Tennessee  

American Baptist College, Nicole White, Interim Director of Library Services 

Fisk University, Jessie Carney Smith, Dean of the Library 

Lane College, Lan Wang, Head Librarian 

LeMoyne-Owen College, Annette Berhe-Hunt, Director of Library 

Meharry Medical College, Vacant Position, Dean 

Tennessee State University, Murle Kenerson, Interim Dean of Libraries & Media Centers 

 

Texas  

Huston-Tillotson University, Patricia A. Wilkins, Director of Library and Media Services 

Jarvis Christian College, Rodney Atkins, Director 

Paul Quinn College, Clarice Medley-Weeks, Director of Library Services 

Prairie View A&M University, Rosie L. Albritton, Director, University Library Services 

St. Philips College, Rita Castro, Library Department Chair 

Texas College, Linda Simmons-Henry, Director of Library Services 

Texas Southern University, Janice L. Peyton, Director 

 

Virgin Islands  

University of the Virgin Islands, Judith Rogers, University Libraries 

 

Virginia  

Hampton University, Tina Rollins, Library Director 

Norfolk State University, Marc L. Finney, Dean of Library Services 

Virginia State University, Elsie S. Weatherington, Dean, University Libraries 

Virginia Union University, Pamela Foreman, Interim Library Director 

 

West Virginia  

Bluefield State College, Joanna Thompson, Director of Library Services 

West Virginia State University, Willete Stinson, Director of Library Services 
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